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An authoritative work, rich in detail, fascinating in its insights

By retaining their orally based culture through to the present day, the Kammu 
of northern Laos and adjacent parts of Vietnam, Thailand and China have 
long been recognised as a repository for much that has been lost or ignored 
in the literate cultures of their lowland neighbours. Many studies of Kammu 
folklore, music and society have been published as a result. Arguably, its 
crowning achievement now finally has appeared.
 At first glance, this is a dictionary of the Yùan dialect of Kammu, indeed 
the first such comprehensive dictionary for any Southeast Asian minority 
language. However, in reality this vast, encyclopedic reference work – richly 
illustrated by hundreds of illustrations and ten maps – is much more. Not 
only does it document some 14,000 words but also it describes all aspects of 
Kammu life, including rites and ceremonies, implements, plants and animals. 
 The richness of this detail is largely based on author Kàm Ràw’s personal 
knowledge and experience as a Kammu hunter, swidden farmer and shaman. 
That has enabled the authors to produce an authoritative work not only 
detailing the life, language and culture of the Kammu but also offering a rich 
insight into the worlds of minority peoples elsewhere in upland Southeast 
Asia and southern China.
 The result is a volume that is both a key reference work in its own field and 
offers compelling insights into a vanishing world.
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