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The reason to be
for Nordic research
cooperation

Measuring and commmunicating impact created by
NordForsk funded research is one of our most important
tasks. When we are documenting results and effects, we
are also ensuring transparency and maintaining trust in
Nordic research co-operation.

This second NordForsk impact report contains the

same parameters and is built on the same self-reported
numbers and data in Researchfish as last year's report.
However, the numbers cannot always be compared with
last year's numbers. We will later in the report explain why
not.

We experienced that last year's report was well received
among our stakeholders, and we are convinced it is highly
relevant continuing with reporting in this format. The
format is easily accessible, and it gives a good picture of
the various activities NordForsk has funded. The report
has also inspired other institutions and other parts of
the Nordic Council of Ministers to work with systems for
identifying and reporting impact created within and by
their organisations.

The "reason to be" for NordForsk is our ability to fund
projects of high international quality which also create
Nordic added value. Last year, we funded a research
project at the University of Helsinki, studying Nordic added
value in Nordic research co-operation. Tuire Liimatainen,
who has written the report, stated that Nordic added
value can today be defined as the positive effects of joint
Nordic efforts that strengthen the Nordic region as a
cultural and historical community, and as a locally and



globally competitive and sustainable welfare society.

The project has given us an in-depth understanding on
the use of the term Nordic added value in Nordic research
co-operation. This impact report presents the most
important Nordic added values created by the projects
NordForsk has funded.

The report also shows that NordForsk funds research all
across the Nordics and also in the Baltics. Taken the size of
the populations in consideration, our investigations show
that Swedish researchers are underrepresented compared
with researchers in the other Nordic countries. We will try
to find out why, and see if there is something we can do

to increase the participation from Sweden in NordForsk
funded projects.

| am very pleased that we can show the impact of the
research we fund. This provides good insight and enables
us to better assess what our research funding contributes
back to society. This will be intensified in the coming years.

Arne Fléayen, Director of NordForsk



Nordic
added value

NordForsk funded projects create Nordic added value
in a number of ways. For example, by enhancing the
scientific quality and building critical expertise at the
Nordic level.

We have devised our own definition of Nordic
added value to be used when developing research
areas, designing calls for proposals, assessing grant
applications and reporting impact.

In all, we have 11 categories on how research creates
Nordic added value. Our projects create Nordic added
value within all the different categories.

The Nordic added value reported here is based on
project data from their whole funding periods.

Read more about Nordic added value at nordforsk.org.



Nordic added value in NordForsk projects

Build on particular strengths of
Nordic researchers

Enhance scientific quality
Regional mobility and networking

Build critical mass and /or expertise

Increase chances of EU/-
international success

Cost-effectiveness by sharing in-
frastructure and data

Utilise data from uniquely Nordic registries

Address needs that are unique to
the Nordic countries

Focus on phenomena in the Nordic region

More results and stronger
quality-assured conclusions

Eenhance industrial development and
cooperation in the Nordic region
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Total number of projects having reported Nordic added value: 113
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Publications

Research outcome can be presented in various ways. Of the many
different outcome types the funded NordForsk projects can register in
Researchfish, publications are among the most commmonly reported.

The researchers can choose among 16 different publication types,

such as book chapters, monographs, technical reports and conference
papers. Publications are results in of themselves, but can also be
considered mediators between research and its dissemination, and thus
a proxy indicator of any effect.
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1838 88.31%

Original publications Projects reporting at least
one publication
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Mean number of publications for projects
reporting at least one publication



1169

Journal Article

264 181

Other

- Policy Briefing Report
- Consultancy report

- Technical Report

- Manual/Guide

- Preprint

- Book Edited

- Working Paper

- Monograph

Book Chapter

111

Conference Proceeding
Abstract 49 Thesis




Funding

When projects successfully receive new research grants and other funding, this is
an indicator of the excellence of the research consortium, of added value and of
sustainability of the research collaboration.

NordForsk funded projects report further funding to quite a large extent. The most
frequent funding source, as seen in the figure below, is public funding. 47 projects
reported at least one instance of further funding in 2023 with 163 instances of
further funding in total. The programme allocation of the total funding value of 1.44
billion NOK gives an indication of the focal points of our research in the submission
period of 2023.

Instances of further funding by sector

[l Public

. Academic/University

Charity/Non Profit
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Learned Society
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Funding value (NOK) by research area
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Policy influence

Influence on policymaking processes and decisions is a concrete example of societal
impact. Thus, we ask the projects to report on policy influence, more specifically the
amount of instances and what kind of influence, as well as reported outcomes.

We expect this quantification of policy influence to be an indicator of the scope,
character, and impact of the influence that the research and researchers have had.
The reported outcomes may give some indication

of effect.
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27
Projects reporting Unique policy
at least one policy influences

influence

Policy influence, top five sectors

1. Influenced training of practitioners or researchers
2. Participation in an advisory committee

3. Membership of a guideline committee

4. Contribution to a national consultation or review
5. Implementation of a policy advice letter etc.
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Policy influence by type

Influenced training
of practitioners or researhcers

Participation in an
advisory or guidance committee

Membership of a
guideline committee

Contribution to a national
consultation or review

Implementation of a
policy advice letter etc.

Contribution to new or imploved
professional practice

Citation in systematic reviews

Citation in other policy documents
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Policy influence by most significant outcome

Improved educational
and skill level of workforce
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Improved regulatory

environment

Changed public attitudes

Economic impacts

Effective solutions
to societal problems

Improved accessibility
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Policy influence by geographic reach

National International Local



Dissemination

Researchers communicate beyond journals, books and other scientific
publications. They tell the public what they do, why, and what results
they produce. Communicating research may build support for and
understanding of science. It can promote understanding of the wider
relevance of research to society, and encourage more informed decision-
making.

All our projects produce a communication plan, and all projects report
on how they communicate. This quantification includes the type of
communication, the main target groups that have been engaged,

outcome, and extent. In contrast to policy influence, this measure
focuses on the broader public audience.
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Projects reporting at least Unique
one dissemination disseminations
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Mean number of disseminations for projects
reporting at least one dissemination
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by type
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Press release, press conference or

response to a media enquiry

Participation in an activity,

workshop or similar

A magazine, newsletter

or online publication

Engagement focused website,
blog or social media channel

Broadcast e.g.

TV/radio/film/podcast

A formal working group,

expert panel or dialogue

Participation in an open day visit

at aresearch institution

17



Dissemination activities by target groups

920

Other Audiences

- Interveiw for media, TV, radio, paper, etc.
- Mention in conventional media

- Participation in podcast

- Academic talk or panel debate.

- Presentation at conference.

344 309

Policymakers Professional
Practitioners

186 157

Undergraduates Industry & Business

175 135

Third Sector Schools

413

Postgraduates

127

Study
Participants

53

Supporters & Donors

50

Patients & Carers




Disseminations by most significant outcome

Plans made for
future related activity

Increase in requests
for further information

Increase in requests about further
participation or involvement

Audience reported change
in views, opinions or behaviours

Decision mate or influenced

Colleagues reported change
in views or opinions

300



Disseminations by geographic reach
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Measuring impact

We define research impact as the results and effects of
research. This includes academic impact, such as enhancing
scientific quality and building critical expertise, and societal
impact, which is about the contribution research has to
society and the economy, and its benefits to individuals,
organisations or nations.

Impact is created in many ways, for example through
publications and disseminations, and engaging stakeholders
and involving end-users. It is impact when research leads

to the development of policy, practice or services, shaping
legislation and changing behaviour. Impact can occur quickly,
but typically takes time - sometimes long after the project at
NordForsk has been completed.

This report relies on data reported by the research groups
during our 2023 submission period, where the projects report
data from their funding periods so far. This represents a
cross-sectional view of NordForsk funded research as it is,
but is not fully comparable with past impact reports.

Furthermore, we recognise that there is a causality problem
when measuring impact, specifically effects. While the results
of our activities and associated research can be measured
and reported with ease, demonstrating causal relationships
between any variables with certainty is a systemic challenge
within the scientific realm.

Apart from these limitations, we consider the report a fair and
comprehensive representation of the results and effects of
the research activities we fund — our impact.



NordForsk research
by geography

One of the factors we value as an outcome of research
cooperation is ‘regional mobility and networking among
the Nordic countries'. A benchmark for assessing whether
this succeeds is to look at the geographical location of the
projects.

The map shows the location and number of participants in
NordForsk funded research projects. The bigger the circle, the
more project participants.




Project participants by country

Data on NordForsk research by geography and project participants

by country is from 84 projects awarded 2017-2021.

Sweden

Norway

Denmark

Finland

Iceland

United Kingdom

Netherlands

Estonia

Latvia

Japan

Greenland

United States of America

Belgium

Faroe Islands

Germany

Tajikistan



@ NordForsk

Stenbergsgata 27
NO-0170 Oslo
nordforsk.org

Follow us on social media:
in @nordforsk
x @nordforsk



