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FACTS ON NORDIC COOPERATION

The Nordic Community

To us living in the region, Nordic co-
operation is so natural that we give
it little thought as we go about our
daily business. Our common Nordic
history and culture and the simi-
larity of our languages contribute
greatly to this sense of community.
Cross-border networking is a mat-
ter of course and cooperation works
smoothly, with a minimum of formal
restrictions. However, many of the
opportunities we have for working
together are the result of formal
agreements between the Nordic gov-
ernments.

Since 1952, the Nordic Council has
pursued a policy that says that we
gain by acting collectively instead of
each country doing the same things
on its own. As a result, we enjoy free-
dom of movement across borders,
we are able to work and study in each
other’s countries without a lot of red
tape, and we are entitled to health
care if we fallillin another Nordic
country. The Nordic armed forces
participate in common procurement
schemes and we can boast of a Nor-
dic action plan for environmental
protection.

The Nordic Council

The Nordic Counciliis the forum for
Nordic parliamentary cooperation,
involving MPs from Denmark, Fin-
land, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden
as well as of the three autonomous
areas: the Faroe Islands, Greenland,
and the Aland Islands.

The Nordic Council takes initiatives
and acts in an advisory and supervi-
sory capacity on issues and matters
of interest for official Nordic coopera-
tion.

The Nordic Council was established
in 1952 and its statutes were set out
in the 1962 Helsinki Agreement. Ac-
cording to these statutes, the parties
undertake “to seek to preserve and
further develop cooperation among
the countries in legal, cultural, so-
cial, and financial fields as well as in
matters relating to transport and en-
vironmental protection.” More bind-
ing cooperation has since been ex-
tended to include foreign policy and
security-policy issues.

The Nordic Council of Ministers, es-
tablished in 1971, is the forum for
Nordic governmental cooperation.
(See the fact sheet on the Nordic
Council of Ministers.)

Delegations

The individual Nordic parliaments
appoint the 87 members of the
Nordic Council. Denmark, Norway,
Finland, and Sweden have 20 mem-
bers each. The Danish delegation
includes two members from the
Faroe Islands and two from Green-
land. The Finnish delegation in-
cludes two members from the Aland
Islands. Iceland has seven members.

As far as possible, the political com-
position of the national delegations
should reflect the balance of power
in the national parliaments.

Party groups

The members of the Nordic Council
work together in cross-border party
groups. There are currently four party
groups in the Nordic Council: the
Social Democratic Group, the Con-
servative Group, the Centre Group,
and the Leftwing Socialist and Green
Group.
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A party group must have at least five
members and must represent at least
three Nordic countries. Conse-
quently, a number of members of the
Nordic Council do not belong to any
of these party groups. Each party
group has its own secretaries.

For more information on the party
groups, see www.norden.org.

Committees
The Nordic Council has five commit-
tees:

The Culture, Education,

and Training Committee

The committee deals with issues
regarding culture, education, train-
ing, and research. The committee
works with the following areas:
general culture and art in the Nordic
countries and abroad; the multicul-
tural and multiethnic Nordic region;
film and media; languages; sports;
the voluntary sector; children’s and
youth culture; primary and second-
ary education; the Nordic education
and training market; general and
adult education; life-long learning;
research; and research training and
exchange programs.

The Welfare Committee
The committee deals with welfare,
social, and health-care policy issues.

The committee works with the follow-
ing areas: welfare and social-security
schemes; social and health care; the
disabled; construction and housing;
family affairs; children and young
people; problems related to drugs,
alcohol, and other types of sub-
stance abuse.
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Citizens’ and Consumer

Rights Committee

The committee deals with matters
that concern citizens’ and consumer
rights as well as generalissues
concerning democracy, human
rights, and gender equality. The
committee deals with the following
areas: democracy; human rights;
civilrights; gender equality; con-
sumer affairs; food safety; combat-
ing crime, including international
crime and terrorism; legislation;
immigration and refugee issues; and
cooperation against racism.

Environment and Natural

Resources Committee

The committee deals with questions
concerning environmental and na-
ture protection. The committee
works with the following areas: the
environment; agriculture and for-
estry; fisheries; sustainable devel-
opment; and energy.

Business and Industry Committee
The committee deals with frame-
works and parameters for the econ-
omy, production and trade, including
freedom of movement in the markets
and in the labor market in the Nordic
countries. The committee works with
the following areas: business and
industry; the internal market; free-
dom of movement; the removal of
border obstacles; commerce; re-
gional and structural aid; employ-
ment and the labor market; the
working environment; infrastructure
and transport; communications; and
information technology.

The Control Committee

and the Nordic budget

One of the Control Committee’s tasks
is to exercise parliamentary control
over activities financed by joint
Nordic funds.

The annual budget of the Nordic
Councilamounts to c. DKK 30 million
and is financed by contributions from
the parliaments. The annual budget
of the Nordic Council of Ministers to-
tals c. DKK 800 million and is fi-
nanced by the Nordic governments.
National contributions are calculated

according to a formula based on GNP
(gross national product).

Read more about the Nordic Coun-
cil’s activities in the fact sheet on the
Nordic Council of Ministers. The en-
tire budget can be found at www.nor-
den.org.

The Presidium

The Presidium is the Nordic Council’s
governing body. It consists of a
President and 12 ordinary members.
The presidency of the Nordic Council
of Ministers is held for a one-year
period and rotates among the five
Nordic countries. The Presidium’s
main task is to deal with general
political and administrative issues,
foreign policy and security-policy
issues, and the budget. The Pre-
sidium also functions as the primary
point of contact with the adjacent
areas and with regional and interna-
tional organizations.

From idea to result

Nordic Council procedures are simi-
lar to those of the national parlia-
ments.

The Nordic Council of Ministers sub-
mits proposals for discussion and
comment by the Council. Members,
party groups, and committees sub-
mit ideas in the form of written ques-
tions or member proposals. The com-
mittees discuss these proposals and
prepare a recommendation/report
for consideration at the Session.

The governments involved must an-
swer the questions within a specified
time limit.

See the next page for a schematic
presentation of the procedure.

The Session

The Session is the Nordic Council’s
highest decision-making body. It
consists of the 87 members of the
Nordic Council and of government
representatives (the latter without
voting rights). The Session convenes
once ayear, usually in November. It
is open to the public and the Nordic
countries take turns hosting it.

The Session approves the budget for
Nordic cooperation and debates and
adopts recommendations. It elects
the President of the Council, the ordi-
nary members of the Presidium, the
chairmen of the committees, and the
members of the Control Committee.
The Session also appoints members
to the five committees.

Meetings

The party groups, the Presidium, the
committees, and the Control Com-
mittee meet four times a year as well
as during the Session to deal with
the Council’s business.

Nordic Council prizes

The Nordic Council awards the Litera-
ture Prize, the Music Prize, the Film
Prize, and the Nature and Environ-
ment Prize. Each prize, worth DKK
350,000, is presented to the prize-
winner during the Session.

For further information about prize-
winners and the adjudicating com-
mittees, see: www.norden.org.

The Nordic Council Secretariat

The Nordic Council Secretariat is
situated in Copenhagen at the same
address as the Nordic Council of
Ministers’ Secretariat. The Secre-
tariat is headed by a director and
prepares Council meetings along
with the national secretariats and
party groups.

National secretariats

Each national delegation has its own
secretariat, which prepares meet-
ings, assists in practical matters,
and offers advice and guidance to
the general public.

Communication

The Nordic Council and the Nordic
Council of Ministers share a joint
Communication Departmentin Co-
penhagen. The department pub-
lishes daily news for the web, a
weekly newsletter, Top of Europe,
and an extensive range of other
information material.



NORDIC COUNCIL

QR TR

From idea to result

An outline of the procedures followed by the Nordic Council

1. Amember has an idea for a political initiative.
The member can proceed on his own or discuss
the idea with other party group or committee

members.

Y

2A. The idea may take the
form of a written question.
The question is put to one
or more Nordic govern-
ments or to the Nordic
Council of Ministers. The
body to which the question
is submitted must respond
in writing within six weeks.
The member may make pro-
posals for improvements in
light of the reply.

Y
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2B. Theideais often formu-
lated directly as a member
proposal. Amember pro-
posal may be made by the
member himself or by a
group of members. Propos-
als from an entire party
group are common.

3. Member proposals are first submitted to the
Presidium, which decides which committee or
committees should deal with it. The Nordic Council
of Ministers also formulates proposals that the
Nordic Council discusses and comments on. These
“Council of Ministers proposals” are passed on in
the same way as member proposals for prelimi-
nary consideration in the committees.

8. The governments adopt measures for imple-
menting the recommendation and report back to
the next Nordic Council Session on progress that
has been made. This feedback allows the Council
to check that the proposalis being implemented as
it has requested.

7. The Council of Ministers/ governments decide
how to implement the proposal, e.g. through ac-
tion by the Nordic Council of Ministers or by the
individual countries. If the recommendation in-
volves new legislation, the matter is also submit-
ted to the national parliaments.

7. The Council of Ministers/governments decide
how to implement the proposal, e.g. through
action by the Nordic Council of Ministers or by
the individual countries. If the recommendation
involves new legislation, the matteris also sub-
mitted to the national parliaments.

5. The Nordic Council Session debates the
proposal and the committee’s report before
making a decision.

4. The committee may decide to refer the proposalto rele-
vant organizations and authorities in the Nordic countries.
The Council Secretariat may also wish to compile other in-
formation relevant to committee discussions, after which a
“report” is written on the member (or Council of Ministers)
proposal. The report contains the committee’s arguments

for or against the proposal as well as its recommendation
for action by the Nordic Council. If the members of the com-
mittee are unable to reach an agreement, the report con-
tains the majority opinion. The minority is entitled to state
its reservations and submit an alternative recommenda-
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Nordic Council

Council Secretariat

Store Strandstraede 18

DK-1255 Copenhagen K

Tel.: + 453396 04 00

Fax: +4533111870

E-mail: nordisk-rad@norden.org

The Nordic Council
Danish delegation
Parliament
Christiansborg
DK-1240 Copenhagen K
Tel.: + 453337 5500
Fax: + 45333759 64
E-mail: nrpost@ft.dk

The Nordic Council

Finnish delegation
Parliament

FI-00102 Helsinki

Tel.: +358 9 4321

Fax: + 358 9 432 3529
E-mail: int.dep@eduskunta.fi

The Nordic Council
Faroese delegation
Parliament

Postbox 208

FR-110 Térshavn

Tel.: + 298-3-10850

Fax: + 298-3-10686
E-mail: logting@logting.fo

The Nordic Council
Greenland delegation
Greenland Parliament Bureau
Postbox 1060

DK-3900 Nuuk

Tel.: + 299 230 00

Fax: + 299 246 06

Telex 90613

E-mail: landstinget@gh.gl

The Nordic Council
Icelandic delegation
International Department
Parliament

Austurstraeti 14

IS-150 Reykjavik

Tel.: + 354 5630734

Fax: +354 5630735
E-mail: larusv@althingi.is

The Nordic Council

Norwegian delegation
Parliament

NO-0026 Oslo

Tel.: +47 23313050

Fax: +47 23313862

E-mail: nordiskrad.postmottak@
stortinget.no

The Nordic Council
Swedish delegation
Parliament

SE-100 12 Stockholm
Tel.: + 46 8 786 4000
Fax: + 46 8786 6129
E-mail: nr@riksdagen.se

The Nordic Council

Delegation of the Aland Islands
PB 69/Sjalvstyrelsegarden
Strandgatan

FI-22 101 Mariehamn

Tel.: + 358 182 5474

Fax: + 358 181 3302

E-mail: marine.holm-johansson@
lagtinget.aland.fi

Addresses &
information

Nordic Council of Ministers
Store Strandstreede 18
DK-1255 Copenhagen K
Tel+453396 0200
Fax+453396 0202

Nordic Council

Store Strandstreede 18
DK-1255 Copenhagen K
Tel+453396 0400
Fax+4533111870

Further information
www.norden.org



